
What happens after the inspection? 
We give schools an overall grade from 1 to 4: 

•	 grade 1 (outstanding) 

•	 grade 2 (good) 

•	 grade 3 (satisfactory) 

•	 grade 4 (inadequate). 

The lead inspector reports her or his judgement 
to the headteacher and governors The inspectors' 
findings are published in a report for the school, 

parents and the wider community. Inspection reports 
provide information about the effectiveness of the 
school's work and contain recommendations about 
what the school should do to improve further. 

The school must take all reasonable steps to make 

sure you receive a copy of the report. The report 
includes a letter to the pupils, telling them what the 

inspectors thought about the school and what they 

can do to improve it. Reports are also published on 
our website: www.ofsted.gov.ukjreports. 

What happens if I have concerns 
about the inspection? 
Complaints are rare, butwe treat them very 
seriously. You, can find out more on our 
website at www.ofsted.gov.uk, or by calling 

our helpline on 08456 404045, 

If you need any more information about 

our work, please visit our website or call our 

helpline. 

This document applies to all maintained schools 
including special schools and pupil referral units. It 
also covers academies, city technology colleges, city 
colleges for the technology of the arts and some 
non-maintained special schools in England. l 
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What happens if Ofsted judges a school to 
be 'inadequate'? 
If inspectors judge a school to be inadequate it will 
be placed in one of the following two categories. 

Special measures 
This means the school is failing to provide its pupils 

with an acceptable standard of education, and is 
not showing the capacity to make the improvements 
needed. Inspectors will visit the school regularly to 
check its progress, until it can be removed from the 

category. We will reinspect it after about two years. 

Notice to improve 
This means either: 

•	 the school is failing to provide its pupils with an 
acceptable standard of education but it does 

have the capacity to improve; or 

•	 it is not failing, but is performing significantly 
~ 

less well than we reasonably expect. 

If we give a notice to improve, the school will 
receive a mon itoring visit by an inspector and it will 
be reinspected after about a year. 


