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Dear Parents, 
Ofsted Inspection 3rd & 4th March 2010 

Please find attached a copy of the Ofst.ed report following our recent inspection. Overall, I am very 
pleased with the outcome, as the inspectors clearly recognised good progress in a number of areas, 
whilst at the same time giving us areas to build on. There are a number of points I would like you to 
bear in mind while reading the report. 

•	 The Ofsted team who visited us were rigorous but fair. 
•	 The new Ofsted framework that was used for the inspection was first introduced in 

September 2009. The government, at that time, gave a message to schools that inspectors 
would be expected to 'raise the bar'. The media tells us, as·ll'r.llsult of this, a number of schools 
previously deemed 'good' or 'satisfactory' have been put into an unsatisfactory category, 
served notice to improve or even been put into special measures, under the new framework. 

•	 We are celebrating many things the inspectors found to be at least good. We are particularly 
delighted, and it is worthy of note, that we have been deemed 'outstanding' in our EYFS 
department and equally delighted that we have been deemed 'good' with regards to teaching, 
pupil behaviour, Special Educational Needs, care, guidance and support, engagement with 
parents, safeguarding and community cohesion. 

•	 Obviously, I am fully aware that we still have areas to improve and we will not be complacent. 
We also have to remember that much of the criticism that Ofsted has levelled at us, is in 
relation to end of KS2 SATs results. Let us not forget that as a school we have not previously 
prepared pupils to pass the tests. We have been determined to continue with our creative 
curriculum delivered through our 'contexts for learning' whilst at the same time nurturing 
children and teaching them life skills. (The new curriculum, proposed for 2011, reflects this 
philosophy.) We do have to improve in certain areas, as the report rightly clarifies, and we will 
be working hard to do this. 

•	 The inspectors acknowledged that we are in a strong position to make further progress as 
indeed we are 'a rapidly improving school'. 

•	 The report acknowledges, in particular, the work of the last 18 months and the rigour that has 
been applied. I am particularly pleased about this as my aim was to foster distributed 
leadership, in order that others lead too, to ensure our progress in a range of areas. It is 
appropriate and pleasing that this has been recognised by Ofsted. 
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Ron Gandolf~ 
Headteacher=.=-	 _ 
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